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GNWPCD COMMISSIONERS PLAN TO MOVE FORWARD WITH COMBINED PLANT PROJECT  
Pledge to continue to work with villages, town to gain DEC approval, build plant
GREAT NECK, NY – The Great Neck Water Pollution Control District (GNWPCD)  submit joint permits to the New York State Department of Environment Conservation this week for all the construction of its new state-of-the-art wastewater treatment facility. The submission of the permits represents a significant step forward in the building project, slated to begin this fall. 
“We are extremely pleased to have completed the next step in the long process that will eventually lead to better wastewater treatment service and a cleaner Long Island,” said GNWPCD manager Chris Murphy. “We look forward to moving forward and preparing to begin construction on this great project.” 

The permits have been modified to include variances for the setback from the wetlands near the existing plant and the adjacent zone. The variance requests will indicate that no construction will take place in the tidal zone and will explain the environmental benefits the project will contribute to the bay and wetlands. Those benefits include building a new bulkhead and revitalizing the old one to prevent further bay erosion, redirecting dirty storm water from the bay and planting of new trees and brush along the east shore. 

“We have made every effort to ensure that our plant meeting the highest standards of environmental responsibility, in design, construction and operation,” Murphy said. “Far from disrupting the tidal wetlands, our new facility will conserve and protect it, guaranteeing our children’s children will have a cleaner bay than ours today.” 

At a Town of North Hempstead advisory board meeting on the project last week, the district’s engineers presented the most recent plans to representatives from the Town, several Villages, elected officials and other interested parties. The engineers answered concerns about the timetable, variances and other concerns about the combined plant project, which is currently under a 30-day public comment window imposed by the DEC. 
Responding to reservations about the district’s leadership on the plan, Jerry Landsberg said, “We will continue to work with the Town’s advisory board and its members to plan and build this cutting edge wastewater treatment plant. A project of this magnitude, with this many players, is bound to create some frustrations. The board, however, plans to continue its responsibilities as duly elected representatives and guide this project to its ultimate completion.” 
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The GNWPCD expect to submit the joint permits on March 27. Based on similar bulkhead installations in New York City and Long Island, GNWPCD officials are optimistic the permitting process will take between 4 to 6 months to approve. Officials believe they will have a better picture of the timeframe after the 30-day public comment period. 
